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the Chinese Exclusion Act indefinitely in 1902 and had designated
most of Asia in 1917 as barred zones from which no immigration was
Jlowed . In view of this fact, and the public statements made by anti-
Japanese exclusionists, Hanihata could not help but believe that those
who supported the clause, notwithstanding their frequent denials, had
only the Japanese in mind. In his opinion, there was no need for its
snclusion because the Gentlemen’s Agreement, faithfully honored by
he Japanese government, had effectively limited Japanese immigra-
on The inclusion of the exclusionary clause by Congress would have
*‘grave consequences,”’ Hanihara warned, *‘upon the otherwise happy
and mutually advantageous relations between’” Japan and the United
‘States.!
" Out of deference to Japanese national sensibilities, Sectetary of State
‘Hughes tried to persuade Congress to drop the exclusionary clause
‘altogether When he was unsuccessful, he tried to secure a period of
race during which it would not be in effect, giving him time to
"pegotiate 2 new immigration treaty which would be satisfactory to
- both Japan and the United States. With this in mind, Hughes sought
“March 1, 1925 as the effective date of the clause To Hanihara’s great
“shock, Senator Henry Cabot Lodge interpreted his usage of the phrase
grave consequences’’ as a tyeiled threat’” against the American gov-
“‘ernment, and in mid-April Congress swiftly enacted the 1924 Immi-
" gration Act with the exclusionaty clause included President Calvin
Coolidge signed the act on May 26 and it became effective on July 1,
©:1924  From this date, no alien ineligible to citizenship was to be ad-
mitted as an immigrant.
. Japanese immigrants reacted to the 1924 Immigration Act in a num-
ber of ways. During the spring months, a number of immigrants en-
deavored to beat the deadline. The Gentlemen’s Agreement remained
in force until June 30. Under its terms, Japanese immigrants still were
able to send for their wives, children, and parents, and still could
return to Japan themselves and 1eenter the United States 2s long as
‘they did so before July 1. But immigrant bachelors did not have the
‘option of summoning picture-brides because the Japanese government
‘fiad ceased issuing passports to such brides back in 1920 In April the
Nichibei Shimbun urged single men to return to Japan to get martied.?
Some bachelors who had the economic means scurried back to find
brides at this time. In order to expedite their return to the United
States, the Foreign Ministry waived its regulation 1equiring wives to
‘be entered in their husbands’ family registry for six months to qualify
“for passports. This increased the possibility of such men being able to

The 1924 Immigration Act

Japanese immigrants interpreted the enactment of the 1924 Immigr
tion Act as the culminating act of rejection by the United State
Enacted in the spiing of 1924, this restrictive legislation was 'des.igr'ié'd'
to control the racial composition of the American population. It reg"u':
latefi all immigration to the United States by setting an annual ceiling
on 1mmigzation and by establishing a quota system based upon na-
tional origins. To ensure the predominance of the so-called Nord
race, the quota system heavily favored the countries of western and
northern Bruope. It allotted to them large annual quotas, while 'gi{fin
eastern and southern European countries much smaller quc;'tasf
terms. of immigzation from Asia, the 1924 Immigration Act stdiﬁi}ed'
it entirely by an exclusionary clause that prohibited the admission of
any alien ineligible to citizenship as an immigrant. Inasmuch as ‘th
Supreme Court had ruled the Japanese ineligible in the Ozawa cas
this exclusionary clause automatically applied to the Japanese. In this
- way, the 1924 Immigration Act nullified the Gentlemen’s Agxeém.e. :
of 1907-8 and abruptly terminated all Japanese immigration. "
.As Congress was enacting the 1924 Immigration Act, some uncer-
tainty surrounded the exclusionary clause. Japanese Ambassador Han
hara Masanao protested the clause as being discriminatory against
pan. In an April 10 letter to Secretary of State Charles E. Hughes
Hanihara said that the clause singled out the Japanese people as “1.1'11'"
worthy and undesirable ** He pointed out that Congress had extended
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last ship bound for the United States from Yokohama was the Presi-
dent Jackson which departed on June 17. Unable to ob_tam accommo;
" dations on this ship, 22 persons were left stranded in Yoko}_}an}a.
Whatever the actual total was, those who had the misfortune of bemg
stranded at ports of embarkation became the victims of the 1924 In.u_m-
gration Act. They were separated permanently .from their families,
with reunion only possible if their relatives decided to abandon the
United States and teturn to Japan _

- “Emotional reaction to the 1924 Immigration Act was very wide-
spread and intense in Japan. Nationalistic mass rallies were held
throughout the country to protest its EIla'Ctmfl‘lt.‘ ].apanese protestets
designated July 1 as a so-called Kokujokubi or National Hun}ﬂlatloﬁ
Day"’ because, in their opinion, the Japanese people had bc?en insulte
“by being singled out for exclusion Amencan-ec%ucated‘ mtc?llectusgs
‘teacted vety strongly Nitobe Inazd, 2 John Ho.pkms'Umve‘Isﬂy grad-
uate, vowed never to set foot on Ametican so_ﬂ again u_.ntﬂ after the
1924 Immigration Act was tevised to remove its exclusionary c.lause.
As an Amberst graduate and leading Christian intellectual, Uchimura
Kanzd went much further. He appealed to his countrymen, not c_)nly
1ot to visit the United States, but also to refrain from using American
:I)ioducts, receiving American aid, reading material written by Amer-
Scans, and attending American churches. Harvald—e.ducated- Kanelfo
Kentard, president of the America-Japan Society, resigned his post in
protest ” o . |
. Japanese immigrants protested the 19%4 Imxmg;ation_Act in a more
subdued manner No mass protest rallies were held in the Umtfed
‘States, but Japanese immigrant newspapers uniformly interpreted its
enactment as a manifestation of white supremacy. In Los Angele’s:, the
-.Rafu Shimps advised all Japanese immigrants “to‘ remain cal,r’n and
“svoid unnecessary indignation.”’ Arousing moze “{ll-feeling”’ would
" serve no useful putpose According to this newspaper, Japan had not
suffered humiliation atone—the United States had humiliated herself
in the eyes of the world By excluding the Iapane.se': people, she hag
;'Be_tlayed her own ideals, dishonored her best trad1t1_0n, al'ud’f‘eveale
" her own weakness to all If a futuze “‘cataclysmic racial stn.fe should
“erupt, the United States had to assume responsibility for it For she
“herself had ““planted the seeds’ by ‘‘branding’” the Japanese people
with ““a stamp of inferiority.”" N o
" Other immigrant newspapets voiced stonget opinions The Tai-
hoku Nippd intetpreted the 1924 Immigration Act in racial terms, to.o.1
“By enacting it, the United States had ““planted the seeds of a racia

zeenter the United States with their spouses before July 1. The number
of immigrant men who actually married in Japan at this time was
small The San Francisco consul estimated that only about 442 brides
entezed the United States through the San Francisco immigration sta-
tion during the months of May and June * .
Other Japanese immigrants sent for their children and/or parents
at this time, too. Many had intended to summon them before the
spring of 1924, but had procrastinated for one 1eason or another,
Taced with 2 now or never situation, they finally acted decisively and:
sent for them. Still other Japanese immigrants who happened to be
visiting Japan applied for immediate return passage to the United’
States. Under normal circumstances, returnees did not have to worry
about rushing back because Foreign Ministry regulations permitted
them to stay in Japan up to three years without forfeiting the right
to return. With the June 30 deadline looming, however, all returnees
were forced to make a sudden choice. They cither had to cut short:
their visit, oz face being barted from American shores permanently
The June 30 deadline created a problem at ports of embarkation in
Japan. Shipping lines were suddenly flooded with reservation requests.
The demand for tickets exceeded the limited passenger space on ships
making the trans-Pacific 1un, Prospective passengers converged upon’
Kobe and Yokohama in the hope of assuring themselves passage tickets
or at least a spot on waiting lists At the beginning of June, the For-
eign Ministry estimated upwards of 1,500 to 2,500 people might be.
unable to obtain passage due to the limited number of ships scheduled
to sail for the Hawaiian Islands and the continental United States.*”
Given the real possibility of missing the deadline, many people peti
tioned the Japanese government for assistance and requested that addi- -
tional ships be made available promptly ° The Foreign Ministry so-..
licited the cooperation of Japanese shipping lines to alleviate the:
problem As a result, the Nihon Yiisen Kaisha, the Osaka Shdsen
Kaisha, and the T3y5 Kisen Kaisha each agreed to place one additional
ship in service on the trans-Pacific crossing during the month of June
In return, they were allowed to raise their passage rates by 50 percent. -
The exact number of persons stranded at ports of embarkation is
unknown. The Governor of Hydgo Prefecture reported that sixteen
ships bound for Hawaii and the United States sailed from Kobe in
May and June, carrying a total of 2,694 passengers ¢ However, 679 -
people were left behind, among them a few who had failed to pass the -
required physical exatnination ” The Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture -
teported that 2,308 passengers sailed from Yokohama in June. The.
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ligrants abroad because the Japanese themselves discriminated
gainst burakumin, Koreans, and Chinese in Japan. Only if the Japanese
ated all minority groups equally would they ever be justified in
riticizing the United States The Taihoku Nippo repudiated this line
f reasoning. Japan had been insulted by the United States, plain and
imple Consequently, regardless of how minority groups were treated
Japan, all Japanese had the right to protest the American treatment
apanese immigrants '*
Japanese immigrants themselves of course were not free of preju-
ice  Aware of what had happened to Chinese immigrants in the nine-
eenth century, Japanese immigrant leaders had always dreaded the
ought of Japanese exclusion. During the course of the Japanese ex-
ision ‘movement, the Jeaders repeatedly said, ““We are afraid that
il be excluded as the Chinese have been *’ Since they themselves
had a'low opinion of the Chinese people, this was not a pleasant
hought to entertain. For their part, anti-Japanese exclusionists always
thiown down the gauntlet of “a racial strugele”’ b e o hﬁké_d Japanese immig_ration to the past “‘evils” of C}laines.e immigra-
Jow and white races ”” In order o rise to th ghg 1 ctween 't i 3 . To counteract th1slnegatlve.assoc:x?tmn, ]apaneSt? immigrant lead-
grants had to demonstrate the truc charact cc fa }flange, Japanese im rs did everything possible to disassociate Japanese immigrants from
competing successfully with the white racZI N tt lle Jap allllese peol.al.e-.b. thei _Chin_ese counterparts In the end, however, all of their; attempts
and motally.” The Shin Sekai ridiculed » intellectually, physically isassociation went for naught . For the Japanese people,.stlgrr{auze‘d
scoffed at the designation of July 1 s 2 I\?nty }ail)alr_llese person ‘. equally inferior and undesirable race, were excluded in an identi-
““Anyone who remains in & .toil):et o ena loﬁa .Humlhatmn Da cal manner. Japanese immigrant leaders, then, reached the inevitable
senell the foul odor.™ 1t said. ** Angons ih oug le not l?e ab L conclusion that, *“We have been excluded just like the Chinese,”
long enough will devel - Y © works s 2 Temal ser hich expressed a realization that what they had dreaded for so long
does not ¢ & d cop 2 SeIYl,Ie,mentaht_y' And "‘anyone:wh had become a horrible zeality.
all of his ;ilns;ib?h:yn?}:f Illil h&?tlhagl?n 4 national h_umﬂ.lation has 1 “Japanese immigrant leaders believed in the superiority of the Japa-
United States were P 4 of fact, Japanese fmmigrants. 4 se-people. In 1913 five prominent leaders—Ushijima Kinji, Fujihira
2215 re “treated just like burakumin in 2 humiliatin nz0, Abiko Kylitard, Ikeda Goroku, and Kawakami Kiyoshi—ad-
dressed a revealing letter to Ambassador Chinda Sutemi. Fujihira

way.
aded ‘the San Francisco branch of the Yokohama Specie Bank, while

. This analogy to the despised outcaste group in Japan was i;dt'
appenstance. In 1922 leadets of this group established the Suik 5}7 da was the publisher of the Shin Sekai In discussing two immigra-
bills before Congress, these five men presented their opinion re-

and launched a national campaign to fight discrimination. The Sui
lrjrig‘lrl:ﬁfr;z, 2151 :;eca;l:ltei ;za’tl)ea callec‘l, received W}de press coverage whic ding a provision prohibiting the admission of any alien ineligible
pane ttention to the plight of the burakumi citizenship. They wrote:

members of this outcaste group. The Tuihoku Nipps likewise equat . P .
the treatment of Japanese immigrants in the United States to th

the burakumin in Japan. Ironically, however, this newspaper perceivec
ne connection between the burakumin’s stiuggle for equality in Japan
with that of the Japanese immigrants in Ametica. Some burakis
felt that no Japanese had a right to protest the treatment of Japan

War”lin which the white race would be pitted against the colo
1aces.” To describe its own reaction, the Seattle newspaper use
term gashin shotan. > Of Chinese classical origin, this term harked
in modern Japan to the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95. Japanesc new
papers first used it after the war when Japan was forced by German
France, and Russia to return the Liaotung Peninsula to China. Kno .
as the Triple Intervention, this event provoked an outpouring of Jap
nese national indignation because Japan had been denied the fruifgp'
her victory. Gashin shotan counseled patience to the Japanese peop
They had to stzengthen themselves in order to seek ultimate re'v.é'nlg
against G.ezmany, France, and Russia in the futuze. By the same token
Japanese immigrants had to cultivate their own strength in the fac
the 1924 Immigration Act in order to compel Americans to ackn
edge the true worth of the Japanese people and to make them pay th
respect they owed to Japan :
'.I‘he Shin Sekai also interpreted the 1924 Immigration Act in stri
racial terms By treating the Japanese as “‘an inferior people,” it-ha

Of the ten or more immigration bills which have been introduced into
Congress, the two most important ones are the Dillingham Bill in the
enate and the Burnett Bill in the House. Both bills contain a provision

ohibiting the admission of aliens ineligible to citizenship under exist-
ng naturalization statates This provision has the objective of excluding
“Japanese and other Orientals Among the countries of the Orient, there
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are those which still cannot claim to rank among the advanced, civilized
WOIld. powers. That these lesser nations will be treated differe’ntiaﬂ b

American immigzration laws is understandable. But since Japan alreyady
tanks among the advanced, civilized nations, it is unfair for her t by
treated as an inferior country ¥ ’ me

This letter expressed the ingrained prejudice of Japanese immigzant

leaders. Countiies li i inferi
tries like China and Kozea were “‘inferior pations,”’ in

their opinion, whose subjects were unworthy of equal treatment [f.

the. United States elected to discriminate against the people of such
nations, that was understandable as well as acceptable. But Japan and

her subjects were different. Japan was the equal of the western powets,’
and therefore her subjects deserved to be, indeed demanded to be,:'

treated equally Above all else, Japanese immigrant leaders wanted Jap-*

anese immigrants to be treated as European immigrants were. They
Foncc_:ded‘that tlhe American government had the right to tegulate
immigration. They only wanted Japanese immigzation to be placed

on tl'.le same footing as European immigration. In terms of the 1924
Immigration Act, they wanted Japan placed under the quota system as
European nations were. Thus Japanese immigrant leaders felt doubl
affronted by the 1924 Immigration Act because it ranked the Ja ane':seY
not as the equal of Europeans, but on the same low level as pxesiousi .
excluded Asian people, the very people whom they themselves judgez{ '

to be inferior.

. An anti-Japanese ‘incident which occurred shortly after July 1 rein- ..
Ol?ed the Japanese immigrant zeaction to the 1924 Immigration Act.
This took place on the night of July 22 in the town of Hopland in"

Mendocino County. On that night at 10:00 r.M., approximately 30 .

white youths armed with zifles, shotguns, and pistols surrounded a §

bunkhouse where cight Japanese laborets were lodged. These laborers

had arzived in Hopland to work at a fruit i :
. ; packinghouse. The bunk- -
house was situated behind the home of Wada Kumgekusu, a loceal ;I;a—' '

nese labor contractor. The white youths randomly fired their weapons -

and hit both the bunkhouse and Wada’s home. Fortunately, no one*

was injured. Wada himself was not at home. He was 2t another pack-

inghouse where he had other laborers empl i .
: : ployed. The whit ths
never tiied to break into the bunkhouse or home. Apparenfl)zorhe;..:

simply wanted to drive away the eight laborers by intimidation They

posted a “‘Get Rid of Japs™” sign with a Klu Klux Klan e '
mblem befor
they left, and the Japanese laborers fled from Hopland as soe;l; a: ::JIZZ '

“dent as another manifestation of white supremacy.
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hite youths disappeared. The immigrant press interpreted this inci-
s

Other acts of physical threat and violence had preceded this Hop-

land incident. Similar expulsions occured in Delano, Los Angeles,
‘and Porterville in 1922. The most publicized one occurred in Turlock
“in Stanislaus County On the night of July 19, 1921, shortly after
“midnight, approximately 50-60 white men, armed with clubs, some

with firearms, surrounded the Iwata Store where 18 Japanese workers

“had bunked down for the night The white men first knocked on the
" door. When the Japanese refused to open it, they forced themselves
“in and then woke up all 18 Japanese workers Ordering the workers
“outside, they placed eight on 2 Japanese-operated truck and com-

manded the Japanese driver to take them to Stockton. The remaining
‘ten workers were loaded on another waiting truck and driven to

| Keyes, an adjacent town five miles north of Turlock. There the white
“men transferred them to a railroad freight car and warned them never
“to come back to Turlock at the risk of being lynched This event was

-repeated twice in the course of the night. Returning to Turlock, the

~'same white men raided another Japanese bunkhouse. They rounded
up an additional 20 laborers in like manner and again dumped them
“off at Keyes. Meanwhile, another group of 50-60 white men went to

three Japanese farms on the outskirts of Turlock Theze they dragged

“out 20 laborers who had been hited by local Japanese farmers. These
laborezs were also taken to Keyes and warned never to return ¥ Taken
“together, the Hopland, Tutlock, and other incidents reinforced the
' YJapanese immigrants’ reading of the 1924 Immigration Act. To them,

the act came to symbolize not only their legal rejection by the United

“States, but also their persecution by lawless white elements.

" All local Japanese consuls agreed that the 1924 Immigration Act

“had a pronounced psychological impact on Japanese immigrants San
*Francisco Consul Oyama Ujird observed ‘‘a deep sense of dejection

among ordinary Japanese residents.”’® Practically-speaking, Japanese
mong y Jap y-sp g, Jap

. immigrant bachelors, numbering well over 20,000, lost the most since

they were now deprived of the opportunity of getting married in Ja-
pan and returning with their wives. A Portland consulate staff mem-
ber reported that the negative psychological effect was great precisely

“because the 1924 Immigration Act *“placed the Japanese into the same

category as the Chinese had been.”” Seattle Consul Ohashi Tadaichi

“reported that the immigrants within his jurisdiction “‘felt bitter and
inceasingly resentful of the United States. 22 105 Angeles Consul Wa-
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kasugi Kaname noted that many immigrants no longer perceived a

future for themselves in the United States, and so he predicted that

the number of Japanese residents would decrease in the coming years 2

Consul Wakasugi also reported that two oldtime Issei, Kino Tamino-
suke and Suda Kogord, formed an Awareness Group (Kakuseidan) in
Los Angeles. The purpose of this group was to commemorate July 1
1924, as a National Humiliation Day In keeping with the meaning’

of gashin shotan, both men favored developing the strengths and abili-* |

ties of the Japanese people, so that one day Japan would be able to

erase the stigma of inferiority with which Americans had branded the
Japanese. The Awareness Group sold commemorative badges, with
the proceeds earmarked for the erection of a July 1 memorial towe: -

in Japan #

. The '192% Immigration Act also affected the Japanese immigrants’ .:
view of their children, the Nisei. Immigrant leadezs had begun to shift -
their attention from the Issei to the Nisei before its enactment. Under

an editorial policy established by Abiko Kyiitard, the Nichibei Shimbun

changed its own emphasis from January 1924.% Attaching much.

greater importance to the Nisel generation, this newspaper began to
declare repeatedly that the future of the Japanese in the United States
lay with the Nisei. The Issei were already entering old age; the Nisei
were about to come of age. Denied the right of naturalization, the
Issei were aliens ineligible to citizenship without a real future in this

country; the Nisel were American citizens with 2 potential bright

future The Issel now had to adopt the Nisei’s futuze as their own,
To en?bie the Nisei to realize their full potential as American citizens,
the Nichibei Shimbun upheld the view that the Issei had a moral obliga-

t?on and duty.to. support the Nisei in every way possible. Abiko envi-
smnc?d the N1sel playing a pivotal role in future Japanese-American -
relations. Being Japanese by descent but American by birth and educa-~

tion, the Nisei werc ideally suited to become a future bridge of under-

standing between the two nations to dispel the ignotance which-.
had been, in Abiko’s opinion, the fundamental cause of the exclusion .

moverment.
The future of the Nisei in the United States, however, was not at

all ?ssurfed. Japanese immigrants could not rule out the possibility of .
their children being stripped of their American citizenship. In 1920
Senator James D. Phelan had first proposed a constitutional amend- -

ment denying American citizenship to any American-born person
whose parents were ineligible to citizenship. In 1922 Congress enacted
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the Cable Act which directly affected Nisei women. Aay Nisel woman

‘who married an alien ineligible to citizenship lost her American citi-

zenship by virtue of her marriage. In December 1923 Congzess consid-

‘ered tesolutions which reformulated Phelan’s original constitutional

amendment making the denial of American citizenship also retroactive

'to any person whose parents were both ineligible to citizenship Next

" to the termination of all Japanese immigration, anti-Japanese exclu-

“sionists had had the goal of stripping the Nisei of their American

“citizenship. Any constitutional amendment of coutse requited the ap-

~-proval of two-thirds of Congtess and three-fourths of all state legisla-

tutes, For Japanesc immigtants, although it was bad enough to be

aliens ineligible to citizenship, it was something they could somehow

live with, But the thought of their own children becoming aliens

ineligible to citizenship was anothet matter. That would have been

6ut1ageous! Portunately, the exclusionists wete unable to marshal suf-

ficient political support to deprive the Nisei of their American citizen-

ship, but Japanese immigrant leaders were always alert to the possi-

- hility.

“'In the final analysis, the 1924 Immigration Act signified the com-
‘plete failare of the Japanese immigrants’ struggle against exclusion.

"'The Supreme Court had upheld their ineligibility to citizenship as well
“as the constitutionality of the alien land laws. In retrospect, Japanese
“immigrants realized that all of their efforts to adapt themselves to
. American society and to demonstrate their assimilability had been in
“vain. The Taihoku Nipps desctibed the sense of impasse reached by the
' immigrants. As the coordinating organ of all Japanese associations,
the Pacific Coast Japanese Association Deliberative Couacil had been
* a¢ the forefront of the anti-exclusion struggle. Now the situation of
the council was tantamount to “‘picking up nails out of burnt ruins.”
" Being too brittle, burnt nails are useless This reference to picking up
such nails was 2 metaphor for the psychological state of hopelessness
-and dejection into which Japanese immigrants had fallen Japanese im-
" migrants “‘have only one hope left,”” the Taihoku Nippo said, “‘and
“that is the maturation of our American-born children.”’*

' Thus Japanese immigrants came to attach extra significance to the
American-botn generation . They transfered their hopes and aspirations
“onto the Nisei generation The Issei could not escape the liability of
being aliens ineligible to citizenship; the Nisei were American citizens
“who, in theory, had all the rights and privileges that came with their
~ American citizenship. Since the Issei no longer perceived any real fu-
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ture for themselves, the Nisei’s future, however precarious it appeare&
in 1924, suddenly loomed all-important to them The future of the
Japanese in the United States now depended on how their children -
Would. grow up and fare in their own native land. The anti-Japanese. -
cxclus-mn movement left an enduiing legacy of bitterness and resent-
ment in the hearts of Japanese immigrants. That legacy was mitigatéé
partially by the hope that the Nisei would eventually vindicate the
Japanese people in a brighter future.

Notes

“Note. JARP = Japanese American Research Project Collection

" JEMAD = Japanese Foreign Ministry Archival Documents
SBZSME = Shakai Bunko, Zaibei Shakaishugisha Museifushugisha En-

kaku
UMW] = United Mine Workers' Journal
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